very deep galleries. At night they served as a shelter for all kinds of scum. It was a shifting population. In general, I don't know why, they didn't stay very long. There were ordinary fly-by-nights, of course. Then, for some months, perverts organised some fine parties there. Some people quite high up in society took part in them, it was said. At other times there was nobody there at all.
cc Well, this time Fm telling you about a gang of burglars, who operated especially in the neighbourhood of Saint-Mande and Vincennes, had established their headquarters at the end of one of these galleries. Dangerous fellows, who always went for the best country-houses and were suspected of having done worse than that on two or three occasions. I told you that I was young. I dreamed about nothing but pplice work in heroic circumstances* I had a chief who understood this and was very fond of me. Well, I disguised myself as a tramp, and I was to be seen wandering about the galleries in my rags and with my knapsack, with a loaf of bread sticking out of it. I used to sleep curled up in a corner. They ended by not taking any notice of me. I was just like a dog there, but a dog who knew French, and slang too. One day, I don't know whether it was that It struck them there was something odd about me — Fm bound to say I looked a bit young for an old hand, in spite of my beard and the dirt of me. Or they may have followed me outside. Anyway, they attacked me, tied me up, gagged me-not very effectively, though-and carried me right to the end of the gallery, I thought my last hour had come.'*
" Didn't you put up a fight ? "
** What was the use ? I didn't even make a sound. In cases like that, you mustn't spoil the last chance you have left. But I didn't know what was coming to me. Four days kter I was still there. Bound, dying of hunger, and with the ropes rutting into my flesh in various places. It was only the gag that had slipped. But shouting didn't do me much good. In the depths of that gallery one's voice was stifled. All my shouting didn't bring anybody."

